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(57) ABSTRACT

A holding device (4) for a net (6) of a table-tennis table with
two playing area leaves (1, 2) and an underframe (3),
wherein the holding apparatus (4) includes two holding units
(5) which can be arranged on opposite sides of the two
playing area leaves (1, 2), and wherein each of the holding
units (5) can be attached on at least one of the playing area
leaves (1, 2) or on the substructure (3) and can hold one end
of'the net (6) and wherein the holding apparatus (4) includes
at least one blocking means (7) which is arranged on one of
the holding units (5) and, in the mounted state of the holding
device (4), can be transferred into a blocking position in
which it abuts against the under surfaces of the two playing
area leaves (1, 2).

1 Claim, 6 Drawing Sheets
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HOLDING APPARATUS FOR A NET OF A
TABLE-TENNIS TABLE

This patent application claims priority under 35 U.S.C.
§119 to German Patent Application No. 20 2012 001494.3
with a filing date of Feb. 14, 2012, which is hereby incor-
porated by reference in its entirety.

The present invention relates to a holding apparatus for a
net of a table-tennis table. The present invention also relates
to a table-tennis table.

Holding apparatuses and table-tennis tables of the afore-
mentioned type are sufficiently known. One disadvantage of
the table-tennis tables and holding apparatuses known from
the prior art is that where the ground is uneven, the height
of the two playing area surfaces (“leaves”) can be mis-
aligned with respect to each other.

The problem underlying the present invention is, conse-
quently, to create a holding apparatus of the aforementioned
type which can ensure, even in the case of irregular ground,
that the playing area leaves are not misaligned with respect
to each other. In addition, a table-tennis table of the afore-
mentioned type is to be created where, even in the case of
irregular ground, the playing area leaves are not misaligned
with respect to each other.

These problems are solved by a holding apparatus of the
aforementioned type as well as by a table-tennis table of the
aforementioned type.

In embodiments of the holding apparatus, it is provided
that the holding apparatus includes at least one blocking
means which is arranged on one of the holding units and in
the mounted state of the holding apparatus can be transferred
into a blocking position in which it abuts against the under
surfaces of the two playing area leaves. By the blocking
means abutting against the under surface of the two playing
area leaves, said playing area leaves are held substantially at
the same height such that a misalignment can be extensively
prevented.

It can be provided, in particular, that the holding apparatus
includes two blocking means, one of which in each case is
arranged on one of the two holding units. Consequently, a
misalignment is counteracted on both sides of the table-
tennis table.

It is possible for the blocking means to be able to be
transferred out of a stowing position, in which it does not
project under the playing area leaves, into the blocking
position in which it abuts against the under surfaces of the
two playing area leaves. In this case, it can be provided that
the transferring of the blocking means out of the stowing
position into the blocking position is effected by means of a
movement, in particular a pushing movement, in a direction
which is parallel to the direction in which the net extends
between the two holding units in the mounted state of the
holding apparatus. A pushing movement of this type brings
about the abutment of the blocking means against the under
surface of the playing area leaves using simple means.

It can also be provided that the blocking means has a
guide portion which is, in particular, plate-shaped and can be
moved in a guided manner in the holding unit. In this case,
the at least one holding unit provided with the blocking
means can have at least one recess, in which the blocking
means, in particular the guide portion of the blocking means,
can be moved in a guided manner. It is ensured in this way
that the pushing movement for transferring the blocking
means into the blocking position can be carried out and
repeated in a simple manner.

It is possible for the blocking means to have at least one
blocking portion which can abut against the under surface of
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at least one playing area leaf. In particular, the blocking
means can have two blocking portions which can each abut
against the under surface of one of the playing area leaves.
Consequently, each of the playing area leaves is supported
separately by one of the blocking portions.

It can also be provided that the at least one holding unit
provided with the blocking means has at least one contact
portion which, in the mounted state of the holding apparatus,
can rest on the upper surface of at least one of the two
playing area leaves. The two playing areca leaves are con-
sequently pressed or forced to the same height both from
below and from above such that embodiments of the holding
apparatus can prevent the height of the playing area leaves
being misaligned with respect to each other in a very
effective manner.

It is possible for the blocking means to have a gripping
portion which the user can grip to move the blocking means.
At the same time, the at least one holding unit provided with
the blocking means can have at least one recess or opening
in which the gripping portion is arranged so as to be
accessible to the user. In this way, the gripping portion can
be gripped and actuated in a simple manner by the user.

In particular, it can be provided in this case that the
table-tennis table is developed in such a manner that prior to
transferring the table-tennis table into the stowing position,
the blocking means has to be transferred out of the blocking
position into the stowing position.

Further features and advantages of the present invention
become clear by way of the following description of pre-
ferred exemplary embodiments with reference to the
attached Figures, in which:

FIG. 1 shows a perspective view of a detail of a table-
tennis table as claimed in the invention with a holding
apparatus as claimed in the invention which is located in a
stowing position;

FIG. 2 shows a perspective view of a detail of a table-
tennis table as claimed in the invention with a holding
apparatus as claimed in the invention which is located in a
blocking position;

FIG. 3 shows a view of the detail according to the arrow
I in FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 shows a side view of a table-tennis table as claimed
in the invention with a holding apparatus as claimed in the
invention which is located in a stowing position;

FIG. 5 shows a side view of a table-tennis table as claimed
in the invention with a holding apparatus as claimed in the
invention which is located in a blocking position;

FIG. 6 shows a perspective view of a blocking means of
a holding apparatus as claimed in the invention;

FIG. 7 shows a perspective view of the blocking means
according to FIG. 6 rotated by 180° in relation to FIG. 6;

FIG. 8 shows a perspective view of a holding unit of a
holding apparatus as claimed in the invention;

FIG. 9 shows a sectional view according to the arrow IX
in FIG. 8.

Identical or functionally identical parts are provided with
identical references in the Figures.

The embodiment of a table-tennis table of the invention
that can be seen from FIG. 1 includes two playing area
leaves 1, 2 and an underframe 3 which can support and hold
the playing area leaves 1, 2 in the playing position shown in
FIG. 1 in such a manner that together they form a continuous
horizontal playing area. In addition, the underframe 3 is
realized in such a manner that the playing area leaves 1, 2
are transferable out of the horizontal playing position into a
vertical stowing position.
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The table-tennis table shown also includes a holding
apparatus 4 with two holding units 5, just one of which is
shown. On opposite sides of the playing area, the holding
units 5 hold a net 6 which extends between them along the
connecting line between the two playing area leaves 1, 2.

A blocking means 7, which can be transferred out of a
stowing position, in which it does not project under the
playing area leaves 1, 2 (see FIG. 1 and FIG. 4), into a
blocking position in which it abuts against the under sur-
faces of the two playing area leaves 1, 2 (see FIG. 2, FIG.
3 and FIG. 5), is mounted in each case so as to be movable
in each one of the holding units 5.

In the case of the embodiment according to FIG. 1, the
table-tennis table also includes a bat-and-ball-holding unit 8
which is mounted on the sides of one of the holding units 5
facing away from the net 6. Said bat-and-ball-holding unit 8
is of no importance to the present invention and is conse-
quently not explained in any more detail in the following
description.

One of the holding units 5 can be seen in detail from FIG.
8 and FIG. 9. The holding unit 5 shown is realized as a flat
elongated body. It has a contact portion 9 which, in the
mounted state of the holding apparatus 4, can rest on the
upper surface of both playing area leaves 1, 2 (see also FIG.
1 in this respect).

The holding unit 5 also has two recesses 10, in which a
portion of the blocking means 7 can be guided. In particular,
said recesses 10 are open toward the side facing the playing
area leaves 1, 2 in the installed state such that the blocking
means 7 is able to protrude here. In addition, the holding unit
5 has an opening 11 with an outline which, in particular, is
circular and in which a portion of the blocking means 7 is
accessible to the user and is able to be gripped.

In addition, a vertical bore 12 for the accommodation of
a rod 13 (see FIG. 1) mounted at the end of the net 6 is
arranged on the side remote from the playing area leaves 1,
2 in the installed state. In addition, the holding unit 5 has
connecting regions 14, 15 for the attachment of the under-
frame 3 and of the bat-and-ball-holding unit 8.

A blocking means 7 can be seen in detail from FIG. 6 and
FIG. 7. The blocking means 7 is realized as a flat locking bar
with a reversed end. The blocking means 7 has a central
guide portion 16 which is essentially plate-shaped and can
be guided in the recesses 10. The guide portion 16 has in part
aslot 17, in which a web 18 of the holding unit 5 can engage.

In the installed state two blocking portions 19, which abut
against the under surfaces of the two playing area leaves 1,
2 in the blocking position, connect to the guide portion 16
on the side facing the playing area leaves 1, 2. The two
blocking portions 19 are spaced apart with respect to each
other in the transverse direction. The space 20 formed as a
result is able to accommodate an end-side part 21 of the
holding unit 5 (see also FIG. 9).

On the side of the guide portion 16 remote from the
blocking portions 19, the blocking means 7 also has a
gripping portion 22, which corresponds to the end of the
blocking means 7 projecting out of the plane of the guide
portion 16. In the mounted state, the gripping portion 22 is
arranged in the opening 11 such that it is able to be gripped
by the user (see, for example, FIG. 4 and FIG. 5). In
particular, the rear surface of the gripping portion 22 and the
inside surface of the opening 11 can have, in an approximate
manner, a comparable curvature or a comparable radius such
that the blocking means 7 can be pulled comparatively far
from the playing area leaves 1, 2 or can be moved to the left
in FIG. 4 and FIG. 5.
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On its lower side in the position of use, the blocking
means 7 also has a plurality of anti-removal cams 23.

For transferring the blocking means 7 from the stowing
position (see FIG. 4) into the blocking position (see FIG. 5),
the user can grip the gripping portion 22 and push the
blocking means 7 in the direction of the playing area leaves
1, 2 until the two blocking portions 19 abut against the under
surfaces of the playing area leaves 1, 2. Because the contact
portion 9 rests on the upper surface of the two playing area
leaves 1, 2 at the same time, said playing area leaves are
made to align with each other in the horizontal direction or
are made not to have any difference in height.

The anti-removal cams 23 prevent the blocking means 7
transferring automatically out of the blocking position into
the stowing position. The blocking means 7 can only be
pulled out of the blocking position by the user exerting a
considerable force onto the gripping portion 22.

The invention claimed is:

1. A table tennis table, comprising:

a first playing surface leaf and a second playing surface

leaf;,
an underframe hingedly connected to the first playing
surface leaf and the second playing surface leaf,
wherein the underframe is hingedly supporting the first
playing surface leaf and hingedly supporting the second
playing surface leaf such that the first playing surface
leaf and the second playing surface leaf are transferable
between a horizontal playing position into a vertical
stowing position;
a first holding unit and a second holding unit, wherein the
first holding unit and the second holding unit hold a
table tennis net in a playing position extending between
the first holding unit and the second holding unit along
a connecting line between the first playing surface leaf
and a second playing surface leaf in the horizontal
playing position, wherein the first holding unit and the
second holding unit are fixedly attached to the under-
frame such that the first holding unit, the second
holding unit, and the table tennis net do not move
relative to each other or with the first playing surface
leaf or the second playing surface leaf as the first
playing surface leaf and the second playing surface leaf
are transferred from the horizontal playing position to
the vertical stowing position;
wherein the first holding unit comprises:
abody comprising a table tennis net support post, a first
contact portion which rests on an upper surface of
the first playing surface leaf and the second playing
surface leaf with the table tennis table in the hori-
zontal playing position, and a playing surface side
facing the first and second playing surface leaves,
wherein the body defines an opening and two
recesses extending from the opening defined by the
body toward and opening on the playing surface side
of the body;

blocking means slidably connected to the body of the
first holding unit, wherein the blocking means com-
prises a guide portion slidingly supported and guided
in the recesses, wherein the blocking means extends
from the opening in the body through the recesses to
the playing surface side of the body, a first blocking
portion connected to a first end of the guide portion,
a second blocking portion connected to the first end
of the guide portion, and a gripping portion con-
nected to a second end of guide portion wherein the
first end of the guide portion is at an opposite end of
the guide portion from second end of the guide
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portion, wherein the gripping portion of the blocking
means extends into the opening in the body and is
accessible through the opening in the body;
wherein the blocking means are slidable relative to the
body with the guide portion sliding within the recesses 5
of the body and the gripping portion moves within the
opening in the body to transfer the blocking means out
of a stowing position, in which the blocking means
does not project under the playing surface leaves, into
a blocking position, in which the first blocking portion 10
abuts against an underside of the first playing surface
leaf and the second blocking portion abuts against an
underside of the second playing surface leaf while the
first contact portion rests on the upper surface of the
first playing surface leaf and the second playing surface 15
leaf with the table tennis table in the horizontal playing
position with the blocking means in its stowing position
or in its blocking position, wherein the blocking means
in the blocking position prevents the table tennis table
being transferred from the playing position to the 20
stowing position.
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